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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

ARGENTINA:    Preparation  of  the  land  and  early  seeding-  of  wheat  has 
made  fair  -oroeress,  but  increasing  conrolaints  of  dryness  have  been  received 
from  some  sections. 


BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA:     The  1QU2-U^  cotton  crop  in  Kenya  is  now 
estimated  at  5,000  bales  of  k~[8  pounds,  compared  with  15, 0^0  for  the  pre- 
ceding year.     The  reduction  is  in  line  with  the  Government  policy  of 
reducing  cotton  acreage  in  favor  of  food  crops.     The  Uganda  crop,  which 
was  a  partial  failure  this  year,  is  estimated  at  92,000  bales,  compared 
with  30^,000  in  the  oast  year. 
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GRAINS 

WH2AT  CROP  I  IT  INDIA  I17BICATBD 
TO  B3  RBCORD  .  .  . 

The  first  official  forecast  of  the  1943  whea,t  production  ;p].aces 
the  Indian,  crop  ,at  the  record  figure  of  408, 875 ,000.,foushels,  .  compared  with 
the  final  estimate  of  375,947,000  bushels  for  1942  and  the  revised  first 
forecast  of  370,309,000  bushels  for  that  year,  according  to  a  cable  re- 
ceived in  the  Office  of  foreign  Agricu.lt-o.ral  Relations.     The  third  esti- 
mate of  the  acreage  seeded  for  this  year's  crop  is  placed  at  34,092,000 
acres,  which  is  a  slight  reduction  from  the  previous  estimate,  in  contrast 
with  most  years  when  each  successive  estimate,  representing  fuller  returns, 
shows  a  gain  over  the  -preceding  one. 

Increased  acreage  and  unusually  favorable  weather  conditions  in 
most  areas  account  for  the  large  crop.     Campaigns  to  grow  more  food  were 
implemented  in  some  districts  by  grants  of  free  loans  for  seed  and  ad- 
vances to  cover  land  improvement  for  food  crops.    Propaganda  calling  at- 
tention to  the  favorable  prices  prevailing  on  food  crops,  compared  with 
prices  of  low-grade  and  short-staple  cotton,  stressed  the  desirability  of 
shifting  to  food  crops.    Both  wheat  and  rice  were  among  the  food  crops 
emphasized  in  the  campaigns. 

At  the  level  now  indicated  the  current  harvest,  which  will  enter 
the  market  in  May  and  June,  would  be  a  record.  '  Though  this  large  fi.gu.re 
was  exceeded  by  the  first  estimate  in  1923,  placed  at  425,000,000  bushels, 
the  crop  in  that  year  proved  to  be  considerably  over-estimated  and  subse- 
quent revisions  resulted  in  a  final  figure  of  only  372, 363,-000  bushels. 

The  large 'crop  now  being  harvested  is  thought  to  be  ■  sufficient  to 
cover  the  country's  increased  requirements  and  should  do  much  to  relieve 
the  tight  situation' that  has  prevailed  throughout  most  of  India  for  some 
time,  mainly  as  the  result  of  speculative  hoarding,  distribution  diffi- 
culties, and  shortages  of  other  foods.     The  loss  of  "Surma's  rice,  of  ■which 
about  1.5  million  tons  normally  went  to  India,  :has  been  one -of  the  chief 
factors  disorganizing  the  food  economy  of  the  country.     Lack  of  adequate 
supplies  of  substitute  foods  to  compensate  for  the  loss  has •caused  an  in- 
creasingly serious  situation  in  parts  of  the  country.     Be  1 1 er- than-no rmal 
supplies  of  durra,  however,  prevented  the  loss  from  being  even  more 
serious. 

With  the  available  supplies  of  wheat  not  appearing  in  normal 
marketing  channels,  the  Government  was  reported,  late  in  1942  to  have  had 
to  close  some  of  its  flour  mills.     Conditions  varied  in  different  locali- 
ties, but  wheat  shortages  were  reported  to  be  most  pronounced  in  large 
urban  centers,  especially  in  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  ITew  Delhi,  failure 
to  overcome  speculative  hoarding  made  it  necessary,   despite  ship-ping 
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difficulties,  to  import  wheat  to  fill  military  requirements,  and  early  in 
the  current  year  the  Government  announced  the  approval  of  a  large  wheat- 
import  program  and  the  removal  of  price  control  from  domestic  wheat.  It 
was  hoped  that  these  moves,  combined  with  distribution  of  considerable 
quantities  of  the  imported  wheat  at  low  prices,  might  bring  hoarded  wheat 
stocks  into  the  market.  ' 

The  program  seems  to  have  been  effective.,  since  substantial  amounts 
of  previously  hoarded  wheat  were  reported  to  have  moved  into  both  city  and 
up-country  markets  after  price  controls  were  removed  and  the  import  pro- 
gram made  public.     Supplies  were  reported  to  be  adequate  in  most  sections. 
In  some  localities,  however,  the  effects  were  said  to  be  less  successful, 
and  the  food  shortage  continued  to  be  a  problem. 

In  early  February  wheat  prices  dropped  about  50  percent  below  their 
former  b lack-market  level.    Prices  of  substitute  grains  were  also  moving 
dov.ii  to  a  more  normal  level,  and  the  whole  grain  outlook  was  said  to  be 
more  favorable.     Imports  of  wheat,  which  have  been  arriving  from  Australia, 
are  no  longer  considered  necessary,  since  the  good  harvest  prospects  have 
been  confirmed  and,  according  to  reports,  after  April  no  further  shipments 
of  any,  significance  were  expected  in  the  near  future. 


INDIA:    YTheat  acreage, 


eld  -oer  .acre,  production,  trade  and 


aoparent  i 

itilizatio: 

i,  1934-1943 

Year 

i  Acreage  : 

•  Average  j 
[    yield  ; 
i  per  acre, 

Pro- 

Imports 

Exoorts 

;  u 

;  Apparent 
!  domestic 
[utilization 

of  harvest 

duction 

;  d  . 

:     1,000  i 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

Bushels  : 

bushels 

,  bushels 

:  bushels 

;  bushels 

1934   

:     36,077  - 

9.7  : 

349,813; 

286 

:  1,014 

:  349,085 

1935  .... 

!     34,490  ! 

10.5  ■ 

363,216 

t  507 

:  1,285 

:  362,438 

1935  ....  ; 

;     33,639  : 

10.5  : 

352,203 

:  60 

9,858 

:  342,405 

1937   

.     33,215  : 

11.0  : 

364,075 

818 

.  20,366 

:  344,527 

1938   

35,640  : 

11.3  : 

401,856 

5,946  1 

\  13,551 

;  394,251 

Average 

:     34,512  : 

10.6  : 

566 , 233: 

1,523  ; 

9,215 

:  358,541 

1939  .... 

'35,441  : 

10.5  : 

371,952 

b/  2,318 

b/  2,522  : 

1S40  .... 

34,009  : 

11.8  : 

401,968: 

1341   : 

:     34,849  : 

10.7  : 

374,341: 

1942   

' 33,979  : 

-  11.1  : 

375,947: 

1943  ....  : 

34,092  ! 

12.0  : 

c/408,875: 

Prom  official  sources. 

a/  Sear-tome  trade  only,  for  the  marketing  year  April-March  following  the 
ha.rvest.     Includes  flour  as  grain, 
b/  April-January  only. 

_c/  Pirst  estimate  -  corresponding  estimate  of  1942  has  been  revised  to 
370,309,000  bushels. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORT  QUOTAS  FOR  WHEAT 
AND  FLOUR  FURTHER  MODIFIED  .   .  * 

A  Presidential  proclamation  dated  April  29,  1943,  extends  the  list 
of  suspensions  to  the  quota  restrictions  on  imports  of  wheat  and  wheat 
flour,  as  established  in  May  1941  and  modified  in  April  194?.     By  the 
terms  of  the  recent  proclamation,  quotas  "are  suspended,  effective  immedi- 
ately, insofar  as  they  apply  to  wheat  and  wheat  flour  purchased  by  the  'War 
Food  Administrator  or  any  agency  or  person  designated  by  him."    The  action 
was  in  accordance  with  a  recommendation  to  the  President  by  the  United 
States  Tariff  Commission,  following  investigations  made  by  that  body,  pur- 
suant to  authority  established  under  Section  ??  of  the  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Act  of  1933  as  amended. 

The  present  suspension  of  the, terms  of  the  original  quota  order 
constitutes  the  fourth  exception.     Previous  suspensions  announced  by 
Presidential  proclamation  on  April  13,  194?,  included:    Wheat  and  wheat 
flour  for  experimental  purposes j  certified  or  registered  seed  wheat;  and 
distress  arrivals  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  in  United  States  ports.  All 
of  these  exceptions  are  governed  by  specified  conditions.     (For  further 
details,  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  ?0,  194?.) 

The  wheat-import    restriction  order  of  May  ?8,  1941,   (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  June  9,  1941)  continues  in  force  with  quotas  at  the 
originally  established  figures  of  800,000  bushels  for  wheat  and  4,000,000 
pounds  of  flour.     Of  the  total  quotas,  Canada's  share  was  set  at  795,000 
bushels  of  wheat  and  3,815,000  pounds  of  flour  for  the  year  beginning 
.  May  ?9,  and  these  quotas  for  the  current  quota  year  ending  May  ?C ' ,  1943, 
have  already  been  filled.    A  new  quota  year  will  begin  on  May  ?9  ,  1943. 


Panama  adopts  plan  covering 

local  control  of  flour  imports  .  .  . 

Stabilization  of  Panama's  wheat-flour  imports  is  considered 
necessary,  and  to  that  end  Panama  has  established  the  "Decentralization 
Plan  A"  for  the  local  control  of  imports.     The  necessity  for  action  was 
stressed  by  the  critical  flour   situation  of  the  past  fall,  due  to  Panama's 
dependence  on  imports  from  the  United  States.     During  the  summer  and  fall' 
of  194?,   shipping  difficulties  cut  flour  imports  greatly,  and  the  coun- 
try's full  consumption  needs  could  not  be  filled  from  locally  owned 
stocks.     Late  in  October,  flour  was  shipped  in  such  volume  that  soon  the 
situation  changed  from  one  of  deficiency  to  over-supply.     As  3  months  is 
the  limit  of  storage  time  during  the  rainy  season  and  4  months  in  the 
dry  season,  it  is  important  that  flour  be  received  in  a  steady  flow 
based  on  the  country's  current  requirements. 
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VEGETABLE      OILS.     A  N-D .  OILSEEDS 

CANADA  PLANS  INCREASE  IN 
1943  OILSEED  PRODUCTION  ... 

Canadian  farmers  have  "been  a,ske&  to  increase  their  oilseed  crops 
during  the  current  season.     The  goal,  for  flaxseed  is,  2,500,000  acres; 
soybeans,  90, 000  acres ;  sunflower  seed,  75,000  acres;  and  rapeseed,  10,000 
acres.     The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  has  announced  that .producers  may  obtain 
flaxs eed  for  planting  from  nearby  country  elevators  at  $2. 25  per  bushel 
for  No.  1  C.W.  basis'  in  store  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur,  plus  handling 
charges.     It  has'  been  'emphasized  that  this  seed  should  be, used  only  in 
emergency  cases,  since  satisfactory  results  cannot  be  guaranteed  from 
other  than  certified  seed. 


Flaxseed  production  in  1942  was  14,992,00  bushels,  and    more  than 
10,500,000  bushels  had  been  marketed  by  growers  at  the  end  of  March  1943. 
The  crushing  industry  lias  a  capacity  of  about  5,000,000  bushels,  and  has 
been  operating  a,t  full  speed,  not  only  to  supply  oil,  which  is  in  urgent 
demand,  but  to  provide  much  needed  supplies  of  cake  and  meal  for  live- 
stock feed.     It  is  expected  that  Canada's'  oilseed-crushing  capacity  will  ■ 
be  increased  during  the  current  year.    Oil  yield  from  a.  bushel  of  flax- 
seed is  estimated  at  19  pounds,  while  the  meal  yield  is  from  36  to  .37 
pounds,  so  that  the  crushing  :of  5,000,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  from  the 
1942  crop  would  produce  upward  of  92,000  tons  of  meal.     Even  this  amount 
of  linseed  meal,  to'gether  with  the  ->roduction  of  soybean  meal,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  less  than  75  percent  of  the  country's  requirements  in  view 
of  the  scarcity  of  high  protein  feed.     The  mean  oil  content  of  the  1942 
crop  of  western  Cana'.ian  flaxseed  is  42.5  percent,  according  to  the  annual 
survey  conducted  by  the  G-rain  Research  Laboratory.  ■  The  quality  is  somewhat 
superior  to  that  of  the  1941  flaxseed. 

CANADA:  Area,  production,   carry-over,  and  marketings  of  flaxseed 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  1937-1942 
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sown 

Yield  ! 
per  i 
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farms  a/  • 
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1937  .... 

:  233: 

3.0  : 

694' 

10 

704:       .  499: 

70.9 

1938.  

202 

5.9 

1,185 

.  1 

1,186:  856: 

72.2 

1939   

289: 

'■  6.8  ; 

1,950 

5 

1,955:  1,724: 

88.2 

1940   

364 

7.9  - 

2,875" 

27 

2,902:  2,652: 

91.7 

1941   , 

982 

'5.7 

5,641 

14: 

5^655:  c/  4^910: 

, '  86. 8  • 

Average  \ 

414 

6.0  : 

2,469 

11: 

2,480:  c/~ 2, 480:" 

85.  9 

1942  cj 

1,466 

10.0  : 

14,700' 

19: 

14, 71 9«d/ 10, 346: 

70. 3 

Dominion  Bureau  of 

Statist: 

lc,  Ottawa. 

;ks  at  end. of  July. 


.igust  1  to  July  31,  1937-38  to  1941-42. 


c/  Subject  to  revision.     d/  5  months,  August -January  194.2-43. 
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High  yields  per  acre  in  soybeans  were  experienced  in  some  parts  of 
Ontario  in  1942,  some' sections  of  that  Province  reporting  returns  of  more 
than  40  "bushels  to  the  acre.     A  complete  record  of  marketings  is  not 
available,  hut  the  inspection  of  cars  by  the  Board  Of  Grain  Commissioners 
indicates  that  a  total  of  approximately  280,000  bushels  had  been  in- 
spected at  the  end  of  January  1943.     It  is  estimated  that  not  more  then  . 
400,000  to  450,000  bushels  are  likely  to  reach  commercial  channels  in  the. 
current  year. 

Ontario  has  been  the  largest  producer  of  soybeans  in  recent  years, 
but  there  is  a  growing  interest  in  this  crop  in  the  western  Provinces, 
including  British  Columbia,  end  acreage  has  been  expanding  during  the 
'oast  2  years,  mostly  for  the  eroduction  of  seed.     Experiments  conducted 
in  British  Columbia  shov?  that  soybeans  can  be  grown  to  advantage  in  some 
sections  of  that  Province.     The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  has  been  authorized 
to  purchase  ITo.  1  Canada  soybeans,  basic  domestic  freight  rates  delivered 
in  Toronto  at  $1.96  per  bushel.    Producers  are  not  compelled  to  deliver 
their  beans  to  the  Wheat  Board. 

During  the  1942  season,  sunflower  seed  of  the  Mennonite  variety  was 
grown  'oj  farmers  in  western  Canada  who  were  under  contract  to  the  Board. 
This  seed  was  brought  together  at  a  number  of  the  Experiment  Stations  end 
put  into  shape  for  resale  to  those  desirous  of  producing  the  crop  on  a  com- 
mercial scale  in  1943.     The  Board  has  authorized  the  sale  for  seed  pe.rposes 
at  a  price  of  8  cents  per  pound,   f.o.b.  shipping  point,  cleaned  and  bagged. 

Saf flower  and  rapese sd.  are  also  to  be  grown  in  small  quantities. 
The  Agricultural  Supplies  Board  purchased  rapese ed  of  the  oil-bearing 
variety  and  has  authorized  the  resale  of  this  seed  to  growers  a,t  15  cents 
•oer  -)ound. 


BRAZILIAN  .PLAXS3ED  PB0-RJCTI017 
REPORTED  INCREASING-  .   .  . 

Elax  production  lias  increased  considerably  this  year  in  the  States 
of  Parana,  Santa  Catharina,  and  Rio  G-rande  do  Sul,  Brazil.     The  production 
in  the  two  most  southern  States  is  primarily  for  seed,-  while  in  Parana  it 
is  produced  for  the  fiber.    Present  estimates  from  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture indicate  that-  severed  hundred  tons  of  seed  will  he  produced  and 
about  1,000  tons  of  fiber.    Production  has  been  stimulated  by  the 
difficulties  of.  importing  linseed  oil. 

Seed  for  planting  was  obtained  from  the  La  Plata -region  of 
Argentina  and  Uruguay,  where  flax  is  produced  primarily ■ for  seed.  The 
varieties  are  therefore  ooor  fiber  producers. 
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CO  T  TO  |    -    OTHSH  FIBERS 

ASG-ZHTTI1TS  COTTOIT  CEOP 
BELOW  PSA2  PaOHJCTIOlT  .  .  . 

Pirst  estimates  have  "been  announced  by  the  Argentine  National  Cotton 
Board  for  the  1942-4-3  cotton  crop  now  "being  picked.     The  total  crop  is  ex- 
pected to  he  only  68,700  metric  tons,  or  the  equivalent  of  316,900  "bales  of 
478  pounds  net.     This  is  a.  decrease  of  56,100  hales,  or  15.0  percent,  from 
the  large  crop  picked  in  1943.    Planted  acreage  was  18  percent  greater  than 
the  preceding  year,  "but  yields  were  cut  by  the  severe  drought  throughout 
Decemher,  at  the  "beginning  of  the  growing  season.     In  many  sections,  how- 
ever, the  crop  made  a  marked  recovery  after  the  general  rains  early  this 
year. 

The  average  yield  of  the  new  crop  is  now  calculated  at  ah  out  168 
pounds  per  acre,  which,  though  cons  i  do  rah  ly  less  than  the  234  pounds  re- 
ported last  year,  compares  favorably  with  the  average  yield  of  162  pounds 
during  the  preceding  5  years.    Accurate  determination  of  the  full  extent 
of  damage  to  the  cotton  crop  is  impossible  at  this  time,  as  ginning 
opera-tions  are  only  beginning  to  reach  the  height  of  activity  for  the 
year^    Later  estimates  may  show  downward  revision  of  present  production 
figures. 

ARGENTINA:     Cotton  acreage  and  production,  by  Provinces, 


1941-42  and  1942-43 


Province  or 

Territory 

:          Area  planted 

;            Production  a/ 

:  1941-42 

l  1942-43 

:  1941-42 

•  1942-43  h/ 

;  Acres 

:  Acres 

:  Bales 

:  Bales 

585,600 

:  656,800 

:  312,200 

:  230,600 

67,900 

:  88,700 

27,200 

:  32,300 

47 , 700 

:  59,300 

11,700  , 

25,800 

Santiago  del 

Estero. . . 

29,400 

:       21 , 500  • 

9,400 

:  4,600 

19,800 

51,600 

9,900 

16,100 

2,900 

:  8,200 

1,600 

c/ 

4,500 

3,500  - 

600 

c/ 

2,200 

7,400  - 

300 

200  ; 

1,000  : 

0/ 

.200  ■ 

500  : 

100  : 

c] 

700  : 

7^500 

Total   : 

760,400  : 

899,200  : 

373,000  : 

316,900 

Compiled  from  consular  reports, 
a/  In  hales  of  478  pounds. 

b/  Pirst  estimate  by  Argentine  National  Cotton  Board. 
cj  Hot  available  by  Provinces.     Included  in  "Others." 
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INCREASED  PRODUCTION  OF  FLAX  FIBER 
EXPECTED  III  TURKEY  .  .  . 

The  flax- fiber  crop  in  Turkey  this  year  may  reach  2  million  pounds. 
This  would  equal  the  peak  crop  of  1938  and  would  "be  several  tines  as  large 
as  the  comparatively  small  crop  of  1942.     The  large  plantings  this  year 
are  the  result  of  relatively  high  prices  prevailing  during  the  past  year. 
Almost  the  entire  flax  crop  was  cultivated  for  seed  until  within  the  past. 
8  years.     Fiber  production  is  not  large,  "but  domestic  consumption  is 
small,  and  much  of  the  crop  is  available  for  export.    Germany  provided  the 
principal  export  market  prior  to  the  war,  but  the  trade  shifted  to  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1940.     Comparatively  large  stocks  have  been  accumulated 
in  recent  years.    Nearly  900,000  pounds  were  carried  over  into  1943  for 
disposition  along  with  the  new  crop,  the  first  of  which  is  expected  to 
reach  the  market  in  the  last. quarter  of  1943. 

TURKEY:     Flax- fiber  production  and  distribution, 


 1936  to  1942  

:  :   Distribution  [ 

Year       :     Production    :        Exports      *       Domestic      "Carry-over  at 

 :  :  :  consumption    :  end  of  vj3ar_ 

:  1,000  pounds  :  1,000  pounds  :  1,000  -pounds  :   1  000  pounds 

1936    :        1,320         :  660         :   "        660    ~~   :  a/  60 

1937    :        1,720         :  900         :  660         :a/  220 

1938    :        1,980         :        1,650         :  550  : 

1939    :        1 , 940         :        1,060         :  330         :  550 

19  40    :        1,700         :        1,210         :  220         :  820 

19-1    :        1,540         :  820         :  220         :  1,320 

1943    :  330  :  440  :b/        330  :  880 


Compiled  from  consular  report. 

a/  Apparent  carry-over,    b/  Apparent  consumption. 


HEMP  CHOP  IN  TURKEY 
SEDUCED  THIS  YEAR  .  .  . 

The  hemp  crop,  which  will  be  harvested  in  Turkey  late  in  1S43,  is 
expected  to  reach  no  more  than  9  or  10  million  pounds  compared  with  16.5 
million  pounds  last  year,  and  21.8  million  pounds  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  present  crop,  however,  is  only  slightly  less  than  the  harvests  of 
1939  and  1940.     The  increased  production  in  the  past  2  years  has  resulted 
in  an  accumulation  of  stocks,  even  though  domestic  rope  factories  have 
greatly  increased  their  consumption  of  hemp  fiber. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  raw  fiber  was  exported  and  large 
amounts  of  rope  of  all  sizes  were  imported.    Manufacturers  in  Turkey  turned 
out  a  negligible  supply  of  cordage  prior  to  1938,  but  are  now  increasing 
their  output  in  an  endeavor  to  supply  the  demand  from  within  the  country. 
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Almost  10  million  pounds  of  fiber  were  used  in  domestic  consumption  during 
each  of  the  past  2  years,     This  amount  is  more  than  treble  the  normal  pre- 
war consumption.     Production  on  the  recent  higher  level  has  been  sufficient 
both  to  supply  the  home  manufacturers  and  to  continue  exports  at  the  normal 
rate.     Shipping  conditions,  however,  have  hampered  the  normal  movement  of 
fiber  to  other  countries,  and  exports  have  fallen  from  7  million  pounds  in 
1940  to  only  2  million  in  1942.     Surplus  stocks  writhin  the  country  have, 
therefore,  been  increasing  during  this  time.     The  carry-over  from  1940  ^as 
was  3,900,000  pounds  compared  ^-ith  14,930,000  pounds  at  the  end  of  1942. 
Some  of  the  1941  crop,  which  normally  would  have  been  exported  during  the 
following  year,  w?s  carried  over  into  the  present  yesr  with  fiber  har- 
vested in  1942.     Stocks  may  be  reduced  somewhat  by  the  end  of  this  year  if 
Turkey  can  furnish  hemp  to  Hungary  in  return  for  industrial  products. 


TURKEY:     Hemp-fiber  production  and  distribution, 
1939-1942 


Production 
and  distribution 

1939 

;  1940 

1  1941 

;  -       1942  a/ 

Production  ........ 

Distribution  -  ; 

Carry-over   

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

: 1,000  pounds 

11,790 

7,160:  J 

2,980 
3,300 

11 , 240  ; 

7,330  . 
3 , 300  :. 
3,910 

21,830  : 

5,510  . 
9,700 
b/  10,530 

-  16,530 

2,430 
-  9,700 
b/  14,930 

Compiled  from  consular  report. 


b/  Estimated 


There  are  six  types  of  hemp  produced  in  Turkey,  many  of  them  named 
according  to  the  locality  in  which  they  are  grown.  Eastamuni  is  the  most 
popular  type  and  produces  the  best  hemp  for  softness,  color,  length,  a.nd 
durability  of  fiber.  Nearly  half  of  the  1942  crop  was  of  this  type. 
Second  in  importance  is  the  hadjikeuy  or  Samsun  type,  which  is  also  much 
in  demand  for  good  hemp  cordage  and  which  made  up  about  a  fourth  of  last 
year' s  crop.     Other  types  grown  are  the  unya,  fatsa,  Urfa,  and  Izmir. 

TURKEY:    Hemp-fiber  production,  by  types,  1939-1942 


Production 


Type 

;  1939 

1940 

!  1941 

:  1942 

1,000  pounds 

: 1,000  rounds 

:  1,000  pounds 

:  1,000  pounds 

5,510 

3,310 

:  .  11,020 

:  7,720 

Samsun  or  hadjikeuy 

2,210 

2,870 

!.-  4,850 

:  4,410 

550 

660 

I  930 

:  660 

Fat  sa  

880  : 

1 , 100  . 

1,100  : 

:  880 

Urfa   

.   1,760  : 

2,420 

;  2,210 

1,100 

880 

880 

1,660 

1,760 

Total   

11,790 

11 , 240 

21,830 

16,530 

Compiled  from  consular  reports. 
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t0  6  A  C  C  0  : 

AUSTRALIAN    1942-43  TOBACCO  CPCP  LOWER; 
IWORTS  INCREASED  .... 

In  spite  of  an  organized  effort  by  the  Australian  Government  to 
increase  tobacco  production,  estimated  acreage  for   1942-43  is  the  lowest 
since  1930-51,  and  a  crop  of  only  4,600,000  pounds  is  anticipated, .  as 
compared  with  7,046,000  pounds  in  1941-42.     Consumption  has  continued  to 
increase  in  recent  years,  and  imports,  of  leaf  in  1942  were  almost  at  the 
pre-war  level,  according  to  information  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 

It  is  reported  that  as  a  result  of  labor  shortages  and  unfavorable 
weather  conditions,  the  planted  acreage  for  the  1942-43  crop  was  re- 
stricted to  about  6,900  acres  compared  with  an  estimated  1941-42  area  of 
8,402  acres.  The  average  acreage,  planted  to  tobacco  in  Australia  for  the 
crop  years  1935-36  through  1940-41  was  9,617  acres,  from  which  en  average 
of  about  5,204,000  pounds  was  harvested. 


AUSTRAILA:    Area  and  production  of  tobacco, 
1935-36  to  1942-43 


Crop  year 


1935-56  ... 
1936r-57  ... 

1937-  38  ... 

1938-  39 

1939-  40  ... 

1940-  41  ... 

1941-  42  a/ 

1942-  43  b/ 


Area 


Acres 


10,538 
11,572 
10,625 
8,006 
8,406 
8,555 
8,402 
6,900 


Production 
1 ,  OOP  jp^^ds, 

5,557 
5,198 
5,980 
4,149 
4,912 
5,430 
7,046 
4,600 


Compiled  from  of ficial  sources. . 

a/  Subject  to  revision,     b/  Preliminary  estimate. 

During  1942,  imports  of  tobacco  and  tobacco  products  into  Australia 
totaled  about  19,790,000  pounds,  which  were  more  than  three  times  the  1941 
imports  of  6,555,000  pounds."  Imports  of  leaf  in  1942,  principally  flue- 
cured  from  the  United  States,  amounted  to  about  19,033,000' pounds,  com- 
pared with  1941  imports  of  only  6,110,000  pounds.    About  1,135,000  pounds 
were  imported  from' Rhodesia  as  compared  with  1,356,000  pounds  in  1941. 
Imports  from  British  India  totaled  906,000  pounds  in  1942  against  no  im- 
ports from  that  country  in  1941.    "Imports  of  cigarettes,  cigars,  and 
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other  tobacco  products  amounted  to  445,000  pounds  and  757,000  pounds  in 
1941  and  1942,  respectively.     Imports  of  products  were  prohibited  as  of 
December  8,  1941.     The  1942  imports  comprised  chiefly  shipments  diverted 
to  Australia  that  were  originally  destined  to  points  that  becejne  in- 
accessible as  a  result  of  enemy  action  and  quantities  withdrawn  from 
bond,  which  the  import  restrictions  did  not  include. 

Tobacco  used  by  Australian  manufacturers  during  the  period  July 
to  June  1941-42  was  at  a  record  level,  amounting  to  about  23,162,000 
pounds,  comprising  about  4,924,000  pounds  of  locally  grown  and  18,238,000 
pounds  of  imported  leaf.     Total  utilization  in  1940-41  amounted  to 
21,702,000  pounds,  and  average  takings  by  manufacturers  during  the  4 
years  1937-38  throu-h  1940-41  amounted  to  21,919,000  pounds. 

Increased  consumption  of  tobacco,  smrller  domestic  production,  and 
the  exceptionally  low  imports  in  1941  resulted  in  a  sharp  decline  in 
stocks,  especially  of  American  flue-cured  leaf.    Rationing  for  civilians 
was  introduced  early  in  1941  and  in  September  1942  was  extended  to  the 
armed  services.     The  rationing  program  has  not  curtailed  over-all  con- 
sumption, however,  and  increased  disappearance  necessitates  larger  im-> 
ports  to  provide  current  requirements  and  augment  depleted  stocks. 

Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco  from  Australia  in  1942  amounted 
to  1,344,000  pounds,  compared  with  1941  exports  of  about  1,425,000  pounds. 
Exports  of  cigarettes  totaled  679,000  pounds  and  814,000  pounds  in  1942 
and  1941,  respectively.     The  principal  destination  of  these  exports  was 
the  Pacific  Islands  and  Australian  armed  forces  at  undisclosed  points. 

AUSTRALIA  :     Imports  of  loaf  tobacco  and  tobacco  products,  . 

1941  and  1942 


County                .  ••        Leaf  .  Cigarettes  :  All  other 

of  or i gin            :"~"T94l"T "T9iX~TTiWI^  1942  ;  TsTl  ~T"-~ ij+f 

:  1,000     :  1,000  :  1,000     :  1,000  :  1,000     :  1,000 

:  £?J£iS!£  !  po.^dg.  J  pounds  ;  pounds  :  po_unds   :  pounds 

:  s  :  :  :  : 

United  States  ....  :  3,229  :  16,562  :  _a/    :  13  :  262  :  171 

United  Kingdom....  :  0  j      .      0  •  33  :  512  :  13  :.. .  37 

Canada                         :  594  :            0  s  a/    s  0  :  0  :  0 

Rhodesia                     :  1,356  :     1,135  s  0  :  0  :  0  :  0 

British  India  ....  :  0  :        906  :  a/    :  0  :  0  :  a/ 

Other  Empire              :  11  :            0  :  15  :  3  :  31  •  V  ""14 

All  others                   :_      92_0_j         450  t-  _  91__:_  2_\         a/    :  5 

Total                  •  6,110  :  19,033  f  *    139  .  "530  :  '  306"":  227 


Compiled  from  official  sources.     K7  Less  than  500  pounds. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
May  3,  1943 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 
431 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 

F  E  U  I  T S,    V  3  G  ST  A'B  L'E  S,'  .  -A  N  B  I'U  I  S 

SPANISH  ALMOND  ESTIMATE  FOR  1942. 
REMAINS  UNCHANGED  ... 

The  1942  preliminary  estimate  of  almond  production  in  Spain  is 
27,500  short  tons,   shelled  basis,  as  compared  with  24,200  tons  for  1941 
and  24,700  tons  for  1940.     The  estimate  is  larger  than  both  the  5-year 
average,  1936-1940,  of  22,800  tons,  and  the  10-year  average,  1931-1940, 
of  24,100  tons. 

SPAIN;     Estimated  production  of  shelled  almonds,  1931-1943 


Year 

Production 

Year 

Short  tons 

1931   

•            £6,600  j 

1932   

20, 600 
24, 600 
'  29,600 
26,200 

1933   

1934   

1942    : 

1935   

1936   

:  25,100 

•  Average  -  : 

1937   

:  20,000 

1936-1940  ...  : 

1938  .......... 

:  24,000 

1931-1940  ...  : 

Production 


a/ 


Short  tons 
20,000 
24,700  ■ 
24, 200 
27,500 


22,800 
24,100 


Compiled  from  consular  and  trade  sources,     a/  Preliminary  estimate. 

Growing  : and  harvesting  conditions  during  the  1942  season  were 
reported  to  have  been  generally  satisfactory.     Weather  conditions  thus 
far  in  1943  are  reported  as  favorable  for  the  production  of  a  good  crop; 
however,   it  is  too  early  to  make  any  quantitative  estimates  at  this  time. 

The  disposal  of  the  1942  crop  has  been  rather  slow. and  somewhat 
disappointing  to  growers  and  the  trade.     The  prohibition  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  sweet  almonds  continues  to  remain  in  for,ce,  with  the  result  that 
sales  of  sweet  almonds  ■"•/ere  entirely  on  the  home-  market.     There,  were- ''" 
limited  s&les  of  bitter  almonds  to  foreign  buyers,  but  the  total -actually 
exported  was  insignificant.  .   -  -  :  .    .  -  - 

The  domestic  market,  has  failed  to  come  up  to  expectations,  and,  a.s 
a  consequence,  prices  ha.ve  reached  lower  levels.     The  trade  estimates 
stocks  remaining  on  hand  on  March  1,  1943,  at  16,500  short  tons,  shelled 
basis  considerably  more  than  was  carried  over  into  the  1942-43  marketing- 
season.     The  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  domestic  consumers  of  almonds 
is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  gradual  improvement  cf  other  food  supplies  and 
because  of  the  high  prices  of  almonds.     The  food  situation  in  Spain  gen- 
generally  is  reported  to  ha.ve  improved,  largely  as  a  result  of  increased 
gasoline  from  the  United  States,  which  in  turn  improved  the  transportation 
system,  making  it  possible  to  bring  foods  to  the  population  centers. 
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SPAIN,*     Reus-Tarragona  almond  quotations  per  pound, 

March  1943  a/ 


Kind  of  almond 

■ 

I 

Shell  ed  : 

Uns  helled 

Cents 

:  Cents 

42.5 

:  lT.4~ 

• 

41.5 

:  10.6 

37.4 

...  9.. 5  - 

8.5 

• 

33.2 

31.1 

:  6.8 

Bitter  

55.3 

Consular  source,    aj  Converted  from  pesetas  at  10.95  per  dollar. 

The  trade  reports  that  Argentina  is  attempting  to  make  satisfactory- 
arrangements  with  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  purchase  of  approximately 
2,200  short  tons  of  .-almonds.    There  have  also  "been  inquiries  from  other 
countries  for  various  quantities,  now  that  prices  are  on  a  lower  level 
and  exporters  are  hopeful . that  the  Government  will  permit  exports  so  that 
at  least  some  of  the  enormous  carry-over  may  "be  disposed  of  "before  the  new 
crop  comes  to  market  this  fall. 


ARGENTINE  POTATO  ACREAGE 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR  ... 

The  1943  preliminary  estimate  of  acreage  planted  to  potatoes  in 
Argentina  is  501,410  acres  as  compared  with  585, 390 ..acres  in  1942  and 
597,246  in  1941.     The  estimated  acreage  for  1943  is  somewhat  higher  than 
the  5-year  a.verage  for  1936-1940  of  471,965  acres  and  the  10-year  average 
for  1931-1940  of  423,047  acres.     The  decrease  is  due  principally  to  the 
prevailing  drought,  which  is  affecting  all  potato  zones  excepting  the 
irrigated  ones.     The  drought  has  prevented  later  sowings,  especially  in 
the  Provinces  of  Buenos  Aires  and  Santa  Fe,  delaying  besides  the  second 
sowing,  which  is  carried  out  in  the  latter  Province. 

ARGENTINA:     Estimated  potato  acreage,  1937-38  to  1942-43 


Year 

Acreage  , 

Year 

Acreage 

1937-38    ! 

Acres 
313,762 
349,678 
513,760 
597,246 

Acres 
585,390 
501,410 
471,965 
423,047 

1938-39   

1939-  40  

1940-  41   

Average  -  1936-37  to  1940-41 
:                    1931-32  to  1940-41 

Board  of  Rural  Economy  Statistics,     a/  Preliminary  estimate. 
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tlllSTOCK     AND      ANIMAL      P  R  £D  U  ,C  T  S 

UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS' OF  LIVE  CATTLE 
INCREASE  .   .  . 

More  live  cattle  were  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  month 
of  February  than  for  many  years,  as  a  result  of  the  reduction  of  1,5  cents 
per  pound  in  the  duty  on  cattle  of  200  to  699  pounds,  made  in  the  agree- 
ment with  Mexico,  effective  Janaury  30.     February  imports  totaled  185,000 
dutiable  cattle,  exclusive  of  dairy  cattle.    This' number  was  larger  than 
the  number  imported  in  January  and  February  combined  in  1942  and  earlier' 
years.     Many  cattle  were  held  over  from  January  to  take  advantage  of  the  ■ 
tariff  reduction,  as  January  entries  were  a  little  under  one-fourth  of 
those  for  the  same  month  of  1942. 

Total  imports  of  dressed  beef,  however,   including  live  cattle 
converted  to  a  dressed-meat  basis,  were  36  percent  smaller,  in  the  first 
2  months  of  1943  than  a  year  earlier.     This  was  owing  to  the  predominance 
of  lighter-weight  cattle  imported,  principally  from  Mexico,  and  to  the 
smaller:  imports  of  beef  and  veal.     Most  of  our  imports  of  heavy  cattle  in 
the  past  originated,  in  Canada,  where  export  permits  have  been  denied  since 
last  summer  owing  to  the  meat  shortage  in  that  country  as  a  result  of 
increased  demand  and  large  exports  of  cured  pork  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Imports  of  cattle  and  beef  in  first  2  months  of  1943, 
with  comparisons 


January  ; 
and  February 

Live 
cattle 
(dutiable) 

_aA_  _ 

Dressed 

^e  ight 

:  Cattle 
:  dutiable 

'  ...V 

[  Canned 
beef 

Other 

'  Total 

cattle 
and  beef 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

■     1 , 000 

1,000 

head 

pounds 

:    pounds  ' 

pounds 

■pounds 

1939   

1827773 

5B.-829 

18,742- 

541 

75, 112 

1940   

■  106,689 

28,162 

37,129 

;    .  668 

65,960 

1941   

:  152,964 

:  37,212 

!  29,011 

6,264  • 

72,487 

1942   

:  168,353 

:  53,815 

;  62,668. 

11,357  > 

127,840 

1943  ..•  

:  '  210,840 

!  54,693 

:  24,108 

3,445 

■  82,246 

January  alone. 

:  :  25,796 

:'  7,857 

12,680: 

1,498 

22,035 

February  alcne 

:  185,044 

:  46,836 

!  11,428 

1,946  , 

60,210 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  a/  Excluding  a  few  head  of  dairy  cattle, 
b/  Live  cattle  converted  to  dressed-weight  equivalent. 

The  lowering  of  the  United  States  tariff  rate  to  1.5  cents  per 
pound,  from  2.5  cents,  on  cattle  of  200  to  699  pounds,  will  increase  im- 
ports from  Mexico  considerably.     Eighty  to  ninety  percent  of  the  exports 
from  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  one  of  the  most  important  surplus  producing 
States  of  northern  Mexico,  consists  of  cattle  weighing  less  than  700 
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pounds,  and  under  the  1930  tariff  these  cattle  had  to  pay  twice  as  much 
as  heavy  cattle  entered  under  the  quota  at  1.5  cents  a  pound.     Quota  re- 
strictions on  all  classes  of  cattle  have  now  been  suspended  for  the 
duration  of  the  Emergency,  and  all  cattle,  except  dairy,  are  now  entered 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  1.5  cents  a  pound. 

UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  dutiable  cattle,  exclusively  of  dairy  cattle, 
 annual  1939-1942,  January-February,  1942  and  1943  a/  ,  


!  700 

,           Under'  700  pounds  : 

Country  and  year 

;  pounds 
;  and  over 
:  b/ 

Under  200' 
pound  s 
c/ 

200  -'  699 
pounds 
d/ 

Total  : 

Total 
dutiable 

•  Number 

iNumijer 

Number 

CANADA 

1939   

172, 753 

81,832 

11,229  , 

93,061 

265,814 

1940   

125,004 

•  74,681 

10,076 

84,757' 

209,761 

1941   

151,216 

62,419  ! 

10,192  | 

72,611 

223,827 

115,040 

53,018  ! 

10,294 

63,312  ; 

178,352 

Janaury-February 

1942   

42,396 

4,036  \ 

1,173  j 

5,209 

47,605 

1943   .  

51 

!  509 

38 

.  547  , 

,    '  598 

MEXICO 

1939   ' 

,  55,232 

.  33,259 

390,074  • 

•  423,33.3.. 

-  478,565 

1940   

44, 715 

29,921-  j 

. 336,207 

'366,128 

410,843 

•  54,253 

39,776. 

402,120 

441,896 

496,149 

1942    ;.  s 

•  64,567 

13,470  ., 

376,131 

389,601 

454,168 

J  a  nua  ry- F  e  b  rua  ry 

1942  

•  18,196 

:  4,371.' 

98,181 

.  102,552 

:  120,748 

:  43,557 

!  2,353.' 

164,332 

:  166,685 

:  210,242 

TOTAL 

1939  

.  228,001  , 

!  115,092. 

401,874 

516,966 

:  744,967 

.  169,720  ■ 

:  104,602; 

346,289 

:  "450,891 

:  620,611 

1941  

!  205,488 

: . 102,195" , 

412,312 

514,507  • 

:  719,995 

1942  .. ..  

:  179,984- 

66,488. 

386,480 

452,968'  ' 

:  632,952 

January-February  -  : 

i 

* 

1942  

:  60,592 

!.  8,407 

99,354  : 

:     107,761-  ■  J 

168, 353 

:  43,608 

:  2,862 

164,370  ' 

:  167,232 

:  210,840 

Compiled  from  official 

sources. 

a/  Effective  January  30,  1943,  in  accordance  with  agreement  with  Mexico, 
duty  on  all  cattle  reduced  to  1.5  cents  a  pound  without  quantitative 
restrictions  for  the  duration  of  limited  National  Emergency  proclaimed 
May  27,-  1941. 

b/  Prior  to  January  30,  1943,  United  States  import  quota  from  all  coun- 
tries, at  reduced  rate  of  1.5  cents  a  pound,  fixed  at  225,000  in  Canadian 
agreement.     Allocation  for  Canada  193,950  head,  or  86.2  percent  of  quota. 
cj  Prior  to  January  30,  1943,  annual  quota  at  reduced  rate,  100,000  from 
all  countries. 

aj  Prior  to  January  30,  1943,  no  quantitative  restrictions.     Paid  1930 
rate  of  2.5  cents  a  pound. 
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The  northern  border  States  of  Mexico  have  always  marketed  surplus 
cattle  in  the  United  States.     Exports  of  cattle  through  most  of  the  bor- 
der ports  of  Mexico  Yfere  greater  in  inarch  than  a  year  earlier.  Ranges, 
however,  are  in  poor  condition  in  the  drought  area  of  northeastern  Mexico 
and  in  the  usual  dry  aro-as  of  northwestern  Sonora.     They  are  in  better- 
condition  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua  and  in  eastern  Sonora,  and  cattle  are 
being,  moved  from  some  of  the  cry  areas  to  the  better  pastures.  Cattle 
raising  is  also  being  encouraged  in  the  central  and  southern  States  of 
Jalisco,  Campeche,  and  Oaxaca.    A  few  of  the  cattlemen  in  Jalisco  are 
sending  cattle  to  northern  States  for  grazing  and  exporting  later,  subject 
to  permit  by  order  of  the  Mexican  Government,  l/ 

The  State  of  Chihuahua  sent  103,000  head  of  .cattle  to  the  United 
States  in  the  first  3  months  of  1943.     This  is  stated  to  be  27,304  head 
over  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1942.    Practically  all 
of  the  export  steers  now  available  in  Chihuahua  are  1-  and  2-year-olds. 
Exports  are  expected  to  be  smaller  in  the  spring  and  summer  months,  as 
is  usual.     Chihuahua  supplied  approximately  40  percent  of  total  cattle 
exports  from  Mexico  in  1941. 

High  cattle  prices  have  encouraged  Increased  breeding  in  this 
State,  and  in  1942,  1,864  breed  bulls  were  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Also,   510  registered  Hereford  heifers  were  imported  for  breeding  purposes 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  cattle  industry  in  Chihuahua, 
In  1941,   only  950  breeding  cat  lie  were  imported. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  rent  or  lease  ranch  properties  in  the 
State  at  the  present  time,  and  the  price  has  increased  manyfold.  There 
has  been  no  change  in  taxes  recently  except  that  the  "Aforo"  (official 
valuation  of  cattle  upon  which  the  Federal  export  tax  of  12  percent  is 
assessed)  was  again  increased  from  124  to  171  pesos  (^26  to  #35)  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Union  Ganaaera  Regional  de  Chihuahua  SA  to  have  the 
"Aforo 51  reduced1. 

Uattle  lanes  in  Chihuahua  have  not  suffered  from  Agrarian 
incursions  in  the  past  quarter.     On  the  contrary,  45  ranches  "-eve  been 
declared  as  falling  within  the  category. of  properties  suitable  orlv  to 
cattle  --rowing  and,  as  such,  are  safe  from  Agrarian  or  other  seizure. 

The  Govor  i/ment.,  however,   still  levies  a  2-percent  tax  on  the  calf 
crop  of  property  -,s  obtaini-g  such'  assurance  against  agrarian  invasion, 
and  the  proceed.-;  from  this  levy  are  turned  over  to  the  Agraricns.  It 
is  hoped  that  tfrxs  levy  will  be  voided  or  adjusted,  downward  in  the  near 
future . 


Tf  See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  1,  1943  -  Mexico  Controls  Cattle 
Exports . 
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BEEF  SHORTAGE  IN  HAS ANA  MARKET 

Habana  was  virtually  without  beef  during  the  greater  part  of  March 
as  a  result  of  a    deadlock  between  cattlemen  and  the  Office  of  Price  Regu- 
lation and  Supply,  \J  which  had  refused  to  allow  an  increase' in  the  price 
of  beef  to  the  consumer.     In  an  effort  to  break  the  deadlock,  an  agree- 
ment W8.s  made,  which  established  the  price  of  cattle  at  $4.10  pei  100 
pounds  plus  a  subsidy  of  20  cents  per  100  pounds  on  up  to  12,000  head 
delivered  to  the  Habana  market  during  the  month  of  April.     The  subsidy 
was  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Comision  do  Defensa  de  la  Ganadera 
Nacional,  a  semiofficial  organization  affiliated  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.     The  cattlemen  agreed  to  supply  an  average  of  400  head  per 
day  during  April  to  the  three  large  Habana  slaughterhouses.     The  problem 
is  being  studied  further  with  the  object  of  effecting  a  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute.    Reliable  sources  indicate  that,  the  problem  is  solely 
one  of  price,   as    there  are  ample  numbers  of  cattle  in  the  country. 

Because  of  the  recent  drought,  however,  cattle  reaching  the  market 
were  not  finished  to  normal  weights,'  many  Weighing  less  than  900  pounds 
each,  as  compared  with  usual  averages  of  over  1,000  pounds.     The  yield  of 
moat  also  dropped  from  over  55  percent  of  the  live  weight  to  less  than 
50  percent  so  that  it  required  the  slaughter  of  more  ccttle  in  order  to 
meet  consumption-  needs.     Demand  for  meat  has  increased,  as  it  is  rela- 
tively cheap  compared  with  other  '~oods,  and  beceusc  the  supply  of  imported 
canned  and  salted  fish  bos  beer  greatly  reduced.    As  the  shortage"  of 
suitable  cattle  became  more  acute  in  Mr-rch,  competition  increased,  and  the 
prices  paid,  Camaguey  basis,  were  as  high  as  4.3  cents  per  pound,  or  0.3 
cent  .over  the  top  price  fixed  by  the  Government. 

Nearly  a  year  ago  the  Cuban  Government  fixed  the  top  price  of  live 
cattle  at  4  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Camaguey,.  and  the  top  price  of  beef 
at  which  the  slaughterhouse  sold  to  the  butcher  at  16  cents  per  kilogram, 
or  7.27  cents  (American)  per  pound    Slaughterhouses  claimed  that  since 
they  had  to  absorb  freight,  handling  charges,   losses,  and  large  overheads, 
they  were  losing  about  90  cents  per  head,  on  every  animal  killed  when 
paying  4  cents  a  pound  and  losing  even  more  when  paying  higher  ..rices  for 
cattle. 

There  appears  to  be  considerable  fooling  on  the  part  of  cattlemen 
against  the  ORPA,  which,  in  an  effort  to  protect  the  consumer,  has  re- 
fused to  consider  any  proposals  to  raise  the  ceiling  price  of  fresh  beef 
above  7.27  cents  per  pound.     Cattlemen  complain  that  they  are  unable  to 
meet  rising  costs  by  selling- cattle  at  the  officially  fixed  price,  since 
the  commodities  they  must  purchase  have  all  risen  more  in  proportion  than 
the  price  of  live  cattle,  and  lower  weights  and  yeilds  have  reduced  their 
income  still  more.     A  decree  of  March  22,   1943,   issued  by  the  Minister  of 

~Tj  Of icina  uo  Regulacion  de  Precios  y  Abastecimiento,  usually  referred  to 
as  the  ORPA. 
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Labor.. of  Cuba,  ordered  all  slaughterhouses  in  Habana  to  pay -their,  labor 
as  usual  even  though  unable  to  obtain  cattle  at  prices  specified  by  the 
Government. 

The  Cuban  Government  expects  that  the  meat  shortage  will  be 
relieved  after  pastures  improve  during  the  summer  rainy  season  and  is 
attempting  to  handle  the  present  situation  without  increasing  meat  prices 
to  the  consumer.     The  0H?A  announced  on  March  27  that  cattle  would  be 
seized  unless  normal  operations  were  resumed  before  April  1,  but  this 
policy  was  evidently  abandoned  in  favor  of  a  subsidy  to  producers. 

Prior  to  the  war,  Cuba  had  begun  to  export  fresh,  chilled,  and 
frozen  beef  to  the  United  States.     Such  shipments  totaled  422,000  pounds 
in  1939  and  rose  steadily  to  reach  42,139,000  pounds  in  1941.     A  decree 
prohibiting  exports  of  cattle  and  fresh  beef,  originally  promulgated  in 
April  1942,  has  been  continued  indefinitely  and  caused  a  material  de- 
crease in  exports  for  the  year  1942.     The  growing  interest  of  cattlemen 
in  the  export  market  because  of  the  higher  prices  obtainable  and  the  con- 
sequent shortage  in  the  domestic  market  was  the  main  reason  for  this 
prohibition.  *■>■  ■  ■  •   

It  is  estimated  that  Cuba's  jerked-beef  capacity  is  7  million 
pounds  and  that  1.5  million  pounds  could  be  exported- monthly-,  ■  on  the  av- 
erage, to  alleviate  the  meat  situation  in  the  Caribbean  area..  •  The-  pro- 
duction of  jerked  beef,  however,  was  prohibited  by  an  order  of  February  22, 
1943,  but  this  order  was  rescinded  by  the  ORPA  on  March  3,' 1943.-    The  new 
order  stipulated  that  only  second-class  cattle  could  be  used  and  that  such 
cattle  must  be  bought  at  3.4  cents  perpound,  each  plant  being-  allowed  to 
utilize  70  percent  of  normal  capacity.    Since  supplies  of  second-cla.ss 
cattle  are  limited,  these  factories  will  continue  to  compete  with  local 
slaughterhouses,  thus  cutting  more  deeply  into  the  supply  of  top  cattle  ■ 
available  for  the  Habana  market. 


ARGENTINA  PROHIBITS  EXPORTS  OP 
HORSES,  MULES,  AND  ASSES  .... 

Argentina  has  issued  a,  decree,  dated  March  16,  1943,  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  horses,  mules, -and  asses.  This  decree  supplements  an 
earlier  one  forbidding  the  exportation  of  mares  -  that  -  had'  been  improved 
by  breeding  and  of  thoroughbred  racing  mares.     The -Ministry  of:  War  has 
been  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  purchase  •  good- animals ',  •  par- 
ticularly in  the  frontier  zones  bordering  on' Chile;  Bolivia,  'Uruguay,  and 
Paraguay,  because  of  increased  exports. "  : 

The  number  of  horses  in  Argentina  is  evidently • at ' the  lowest  level 
for  some  time,  as,  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  number 
of  horses  has-been  reduced  by  1,563,000,  or  18.8  percent  as  compared  with 
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the  1937  census,  and  the  number  of  mules  -and  asses  by  273,000,  or  34.9 
percent.     In  1937  there  were  fewer  horses,  mules,  and  asses  in  Argentina 
than  for  a  number  of  years.    Horses  numbered  8,319,000  and  mules. and 
asses  781;, 000. 

Exports  of  horses  doubled  In  1942.    Although  the  countries  of 
destination  are  not  reported,  it  is  assumed  that  exports  were  crincipally 
to  surrounding  South  American  countries.     In  earlier  years  Uruguay,  Chile, 
and  Bolivia  were  the  chief  destinations  for  horses,  whereas  most  of  the 
mules  and  asses  went  to  Bolivia.     In  1940,  however,  over  2,500  horses  were 
shipped  to  France,  and  in  1941,  over  1,400  mules  to  India. 

ARGENTINA:     Exports  of  horses,  mules,  and  asses,  by  countries 


of  destination,  1939-1942 


Kind  of  animal  and 
country  of  destination 

1939 

\  1940 

1941 

! '     1942  a/ 

!  Number 

:  Number 

:  Number 

:  Number 

HORSES 

— —  - 

— 

-  — 

!  1,242 

:  1,227 

:  940 

t  — 

:  159 

:  182 

t  452 

i  — 

:  1,189 

:  2,335 

:  2,143 

v  — 

:  239 

:  311 

:  322 

!  125 

•/         392  . 

!       '  3i)3 

i  — 

:  1,4'64 

:  2,229 

:  4,4177 

!  4 

:       2,680  . 

84 

,  v 

•  b/ 

mm 

:  4 

.  % 

:  b/ 

:  22 

;v        b /'--'•  ■ 

V 

:          '207  : 

V 

:  b/ 

!  211 

73  s 

61 

:  "    4, "950 

1  9,529 

8 , 743 

ASSES  ! 

5,377  : 

4,385  ; 

A  iOA 

■±  ,  -  •.•  j- 

34  ! 

11  : 

2  : 

12  ; 

5  ! 

5,424"  j 

4,397"'"; 

4~499~~'~: 

MULES  ! 

1,426  j 

925  : 

2,656  : 

414  ; 

369  : 

125  ! 

23  : 

%  ' 

94  : 

2  : 

123  : 

16  : 

32  : 

101  : 

179  : 

1,403  : 

"~  ~T,B8T~1 

T,505"~~: 

¥,507  : 

8","850™ ' 

Complied  from  official  sources.  a/Not  available  by  country  of  des- 
tination, b/  If  any,  included  with  others,     c/  Not  reported. 
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INFORMAL  MEAT  RATIONING  INTRODUCED  IN  DENMARK  .   .  . 

The  long-expected  meet  rationing  in  Denmark  has  materialized. 
Under  pre-war    conditions  Denmark. was  one  of  the  most  important  surplus 
moat  areas  of  Europe.     Since  the  war  began,  imports  of  feed  from  foreign 
countries  have  practically',  ceased,  and  livestock  numbers,  especially  of 
hogs,  have  been  reduced  drastically.    Not  only  have  numbers  been  reduced, 
but  German  requisitions  have  cut  into  the  amount  of  meat  available  to  such 
an  extent  that  effective  May  10,  each  household  must  register  with  one- 
particular    butcher  in  order  to  obtain- any  meat  at  ail.,  ■  A  card  will  be  is- 
sued by  the  authorities  to  the  head' of  •  each  , household',  which  must  be  pre- 
sented for  purchase- 'of  pork,  beef  and  veal,  and  delicatessen  meats..  The 
date  of  purchase,  -  but  not  the  quantity,,  will  be  marked  on  the  card  by  the 
butcher.     It  is  said  that  this  method,  will  insure  a  more  equitable  distri- 
bution of  meat  as  it  will  eliminate,  the  advantage  well-to-do  people  now 
possess  of  "shopping  around,"  i.e.,  mrking  purchases  in  several  shops,. 
.Black-market  operations,  -  which  appear  to  be  growing,.. -will  probably  increase. 

This  registration  of  the  different  households  with  one  butcher 
prefaces  general  rationing ' and  is  said  by  some  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing 'Danish  domestic  consumption  in  order  that  the  export  quotas  may  be 
met*    -Reliable  sources  indicate  that  at  present  very  little  pork  is  avail- 
able for  the  Danish  consumer  and  that  supplies  of  beef  and  veal  are  rapidly 
becoming  smaller. 

Germany  is  requiring  slightly  larger  quantities  of  meat  from  Denmark 
for  the  12-month  period  that  began  October  1,  1942,    Meat '  requirements  are 
reported  at  220  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  3  percent  above.  194-1-42, 
This,  represents  roughly  a.  little,  over  one-third  of  Danish  production.  It 
seems  doubtful  that  Germany  will  be  able  to  obtain,  the  stipulated  amount, 
despite  the  priority  now  granted  that  country.     In  1941-42,.  pork  exports 
to  Germany  totaled  .87  million  pounds,  representing  5S4-,000  hogs  of  an  aver- 
age dressed  weight  of  154  pounds  each.     Beef  and  veal  exports  were  larger, 
amounting,  to  127  million  pounds,  representing  274,000  head  of  an  average 
dressed  weight  of  463  pounds. 

Beef  and  veal  production  in  Denmark  has  held  up  fairly  well  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war.    On  the  contrary,  the  production  of  pork  has 
..decreased  around  50  percent.     In  1941  apparent  consumption  of  pork  had 
fallen  to  the  level  of  beef,  whereas  before  the  war  about  10  percent  more 
pork  than  beef  was  consumed -per  capita. 

•Danish  fodder  supplies,  present  and  prospective,  should  suffice  to 
maintain"  cattle  at  present  levels,  according  to  Danish'-  expe  rts-,  but  hog 
and  poultry  stocks  may  have  to  be  reduced.     Hog  numbers  have  been  increas- 
ing since  the  summer  of  1942,  but  are  still  much  below  pre-war,  (See 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  1,   1943,  for  end-of-year  numbers,  1942.) 
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Canada,  19 37- 19^2   

Supply  (farm),  Canada,  1937-19^2  U2U 
Yield,  Canada,  1^37- 19u2  ....... 


Hemp  fiber:  paffe 
Carry-over,:  Turkey,  lQ7q-19h2  ..  Upg 
Consumption,  Turkey,  1939- I9H2  .  k?g 

Exports,  Turkey,  I939-I9U2    h£g 

Production,  Turkey,  1939-19U2  U?7tli2g 

Horses:' 

Export  prohibition,  Argentina, 

Mar.  lS,  IPU3   U37 

Exports,  Argentina,  1939-19^2  ..  U38 
Meat,  rationing,  Denmark, 

May  10,  iqU3   U39 

Mules: 

Export  prohibition,  Argentina, 

Mar.  IS,  19^3  •   u37 

Exports,  Argentina,  1939-19^2  ..  ^8 
Oilseeds,  -production  increase, 

Canada,  19^3   U?H 

Potatoes,  area,  Argentina, 

1937- to  19^2-^   U3? 

Tobacco: 

Area,  Australia,  1935-36  to 

I9U2-U3   U29 

""Txoorts  (products);,  Australia, 

19U1.19U2     U30 

Imports,  Australia,  19^1, 19U2  1*29,  U30 
Production,  Australia, 

1935-36  to  19U2-U3   U2g 

Wheat: 

Area,  India,  193u-lc'u3   

Exports,  India,  193^-1939  •  ^2 

Imoort  control  (flour), 

Panama,  19^3   ^3 


Imoort  ouotas  (and  flour)  .modi- 
fication, U.  S.,Ax>r.  29,  19^3  .  u?3 

Imports,  India,  19"*b-1939  ^? 

Production,  India,  193*+-19U3  u2l,U?2 
Seedinsr  orogress,  Argentina, 

May  1,  19u3   ^ 

Utilization,  India,  1^3^-1938  u# 
Tield,  India,  193U-I9U3    h2? 


******* 


